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APPENDIX B 
HYDRAULICS 

  



Swale Capacity

Q= 12.03 cfs V= 10.7 fs
12.03
1.125

A1=area of below water surface 1.125
0.34

0.015
0.05

3
top width at water surface 3
bottom width 0
side slope 0.5

0.75
d1=depth of water in swale 0.75

3.354102

Swale Capacity

Q=AR2/3(1.486/n)s1/2

A=area of full swale

R=Hydraulic Radius

d=depth of swale

Wetted Perimeter

n=Manning's roughness coefficient
s=slope( ft/ft)
top width of swale

per\swale  r1.xls 1 of 1 12/29/2010 6:42 PM



Catch Basin Inlet Capacity

Grate Inlet  
Q= 3.94 cfs

Wier 3.9
Orifice 5.1

3.9
8.0

0.30
1.92

Opening Ratio 0.48
32.2

Total area 4
24
24

Sump Grate

P=perimeter, ft
y=depth of flow at inlet, ft
A=total area of clear opening, sf

Q=quantity of runoff, cfs

H= 0.30 feet H = 4 inches
Inlet Capacity (y<0.4 feet), Q=3Py3/2

Inlet Capacity (y>1.4 feet), Q=0.6A(2gy)1/2

These calculations are based on the Hydraulic Engineering Circular No. 12, 
Chapter 8.1.  Generally, under 0.4 feet of depth it is assumed that a catch basin 
operates under weir conditions.  At depths over 1.4 feet catch basins operate 
under orifice conditions.  In between, the typical assumption is to calculate both 
considerations and use the more conservative.  Under sump conditions, the 
perimeter is the entire perimeter of the catch basin.  Under non sump conditions, 
the perimeter is the leading edge, usually two sides.

L=length, in
W=width, in

g=acceleration due to gravity, 32 ft/s2

per\sump grate 1.xls 1 of 1 12/29/2010 6:41 PM
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B. Procedure A Development
Two types of rare event precipitation-runoff conditions pertain to the 
meteorological characteristics of the Town and need to be considered 
jointly.  They are subject to two physically distinct events: a rainfall-
only condition and the rainfall-on-snow condition, referred to as the 
summer and winter conditions, respectively. The idea that one should 
consider each condition separately and then choose the most extreme 
result is a sound one and will be adopted in this study as well.  

The methodology used to determine peak flows is based on the 
Rational Formula 

Q = CiA 

Where:

Q = the discharge measured in cfs 
C = the runoff coefficient, having no physical dimensions 
i = the rainfall intensity measured in inches per hour 
A  = the area of the watershed basin measured in acres  

The above formula is simply a version of the “continuity equation” in 
the study of hydraulics.  Any consistent set of units may be chosen, 
however the customary units for Q, i, and A are cubic feet per second 
(cfs), inches per hour (in/hr), and acres (ac) respectively. For this 
particular choice of units, the product CiA is to be multiplied by a 
small correction factor of 1.008, which is often neglected in view of 
the probabilistic nature of hydrologic calculations mentioned above. 

It was observed from the 1984 study that flows within the local storm 
drains experience little attenuation.  In other words, individual 
hydrographs from individual storm drains have nearly coincidental (in 
time) peaks when a flow confluence occurs.  This finding from the 
1984 study helps to provide a simple way to determine peak discharge 
values.  Additionally, the assumption of no attenuation is a 
conservative one.

While it is true that any point on a stream has a watershed area 
associated with it, one should not compare watersheds having widely 
ranging area values. Former procedures specified in the 1984 study 
allow for areas within the town to have an area anywhere between 0 
and 1,600 acres, which is too much of a variation. Problems with 
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comparing a 10 acre subarea with a 1000 acre subarea are obvious in 
that calculated times of concentrations (tc) would be vastly different. 
Hence for this updated study a standard of 40-80 acres is taken as the 
range of watershed size used to apply cfs/acre peak values3. In 
practice, developers within subareas (if more than one subarea is 
involved a weighted average should be taken) of this order of 
magnitude can design systems for their projects using the cfs/acre 
values that are called out in this study (see Table 3-1A).

Another fact that applies to storm drains in the Town is that peak flows 
within the local storm drain system occur at a time much earlier than 
offsite flows in major streams.  Hence, storm drain design in the Town 
is mainly independent of offsite drainage and drainage methodology 
(with the exception of conveyance structures that route large offsite 
watersheds). For those properties that are affected by large offste 
watersheds, a reduction factor may be applied, as shown in  
Table 3-1B.

In order to develop a “cfs/acre” approach in lieu of a detailed 
hydrograph for storm drain flows, a lower bound for cfs/acre value 
within the Mammoth Basin was first established for comparative 
purposes. By the term “lower bound”, we mean that the estimates 
made by the following analysis are expected to be less than cfs/acre 
values that actually apply within the Town for the purpose of pipe 
design. Such an estimate has some value, since it acts as a safeguard 
against the use of values that would result in the design of conveyance 
systems that are inadequate for a given return period. 

From the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood 
Insurance study [6], it was estimated that the 100-year4 discharge rate 
for Mammoth Creek was 640 cubic feet per second (cfs) for a tributary 
watershed area of 13.12 square miles (8,397 acres) at a stream location 
taken 650 feet downstream of Old Mammoth Road. Hence for this 

3 This standard is used in several communities within the State of California, 
including Los Angeles [5] and Ventura Counties. 

4 A 10-year storm is defined as a storm event that is equaled or exceeded every 10 
years on average. Another way to define a 10-year storm is to say that the 
probability of an event of having a 10-year magnitude or more has a 1/10 chance 
in a given year.  Likewise, a 100-year storm is defined as a storm that is equaled 
or exceeded every 100 years on average. The 100-year storm can alternatively 
be defined by saying that the probability of an event of having a 100-year 
magnitude or more has a 1/100 chance in a given year [7]. 
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watershed, a cfs/acre ratio is equal to 640/8397 � 0.076 cfs/acre for 
100-year conditions. This value is clearly low since it includes an 
extremely large and predominantly natural watershed (consisting of 
subareas including portions of the Town) subject to the attenuation 
process. From the same study, it was estimated that the 100-year 
discharge rate for Mammoth Creek increased from 350 cfs to 610 cfs 
between Waterford Street upstream and a point 650 feet upstream of 
Minaret Road downstream. The increase in the watershed area 
between these two stations is given as 0.49 square miles (314 acres) 
and lies within the Town. For this watershed from Waterford Street to 
650 feet upstream of Minaret Road, the cfs/acre ratio is equal to (610 – 
350)/314 � 0.828 cfs/acre for 100-year conditions.   

Next, a statistical analysis was made of the cfs/acre data contained in 
the 1984 study.  Not surprisingly, a strong dependence  (on cfs/acre 
rates) was found on the degree of natural land cover.  This data was 
applied to the individual subareas delineated in this study for the 
purpose of obtaining a reasonable estimate of cfs/acre value for 
particular land use types, and were adjusted for consistency.  These 
values were conservatively estimated to be those as given in Table 3-1
below:

Table 3-1A. Applicable cfs/acre 
Values by Land Use Type

Land Use Type 20-Year 100-Year 
Natural 0.23 0.43 

Single Family Residence 0.65 1.30 
High Density Residence 1.14 1.90 

Commercial 1.22 1.93 
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Table 3-1B. Reduction Factors for Large Basins 

Drainage Area (acres) Reduction Factor 
80 1.00 
100 0.97 
200 0.88 
500 0.77 

1,000 0.69 
2,000 0.63 
5,000 0.55 
7,744 0.52 

The values for the tables above were determined primarily for the 
purpose of determining the discharge values within the elements of the 
storm drain system as outlined in Section 5.  

C. Procedure B Development
Procedure B is intended for use in larger, natural areas. A flow-
frequency analysis approach was adopted, based on the flow data 
available and the ease with which it could be applied.  Sufficient 
concurrent precipitation and runoff data were not available to develop 
a hydrograph method with reasonable accuracy. 

The flow out of a large, natural basin in the Mammoth Lakes area has 
two principal components--snowmelt and rain flood flows. In general, 
flow records indicate that the peak flows in Mammoth Creek at 
Highway 395 are produced by snowmelt. Extreme rainfall events may 
produce short-term peaks on an annual hydrograph, which is 
dominated by flows produced by snowmelt.  This situation is typical of 
major basins on the eastern side of the Sierra Nevada.

The mean daily flow records for Hot Creek at Highway 395 were used 
to develop the flow-frequency relationships.  Snowmelt flows were 
segregated from rain flood flows by plotting flow-frequency 
relationships separately for rainy and non-rainy periods. 
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